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NEW YEAR - RENEWED  HOPE A Blessing: For  Presence RECENT READS 

IMPORTANT DATES

Flourishing Together: A Christian                                  

Vision for Students, Educators, and                               

Schools By Lynn E. Swaner and                                   

Andy Wolfe

Recently I have thumb my way through this book 
recommended by the folks at the PCCE. Examining 
the question "How do students, educators, and 
schools flourish together? especially in an era of 
increasing pressure from the growing challenges to 
our well-being?"  As many of us who partner in this 
great adventure known as Christian education, we 
learn that school leaders, parents, teachers and of 
course the students all know that flourishing is a 
much broader and more holistic aim for education. 
But what is to be done? 

What is a Christian educational vision for 
flourishing? This book invites the reader to examine 
five essential parts of schooling, purpose, 
relationships, learning, resources, and well-being as 
as strategy for learning and thriving together.

Flourishing Together persistently adheres to the 
principle that ?anything that is worth building 
cannot be built alone.? Thus, the vision for 
flourishing here is one in which the school 
community is understood as an interconnected 
ecosystem, in which ?each one?s flourishing is 
dependent on their flourishing together.? 

January 10t h - Instruction begins  

January 12t h - Play Practice  Resumes 

January 31 - PD Day 

February 1 - Bible Projects Due

February 5 - Lines Memorized and 
Costumes Check in

February 10-11 - Teacher Convention 

May you awaken to the mystery of being 
here and enter the quiet immensity of 
your own presence. 

May you have joy and peace in the temple 
of your senses. 

May you receive great encouragement 
when new frontiers beckon. 

May you respond to the call of your gift 
And find the courage to follow its path. 

May the flame of anger free you from 
falsity. 

May the warmth of heart keep your 
presence aflame and anxiety never lingers 
about you. 

May your outer dignity mirror an inner 
dignity of soul. 

May you take time to celebrate the quiet 
miracles that seek no attention. 

May you be consoled in the secret 
symmetry of your soul. 

May you experience each day as a sacred 
gift, 

Woven around the heart of wonder. 

From John O' Donahue, (1998).  Eternal 
Echoes. Exploring our hunger to belong. 
London, Bantam Books. p.139 
 

In his book of poetry, John Donahue, To Bless the 
Space Between Us, caused me to pause and 
reflect again on the past year of teaching. As in 
years past, the idea of counting my blessings 
came to mind after a few pages were flipped 
through. The chance to reflect on that profoundly 
important concept of 'blessing' and how we 
understand it and misunderstand is in part a way 
in which we make meaning in our lives from year 
to year. 

Many people have a preconceived idea of 
blessing, but to stop, and think of it as a signpost 
might not be your first thought. Blessing is the 
grace that we get to live "in to" and share with 
others daily, but it is often mistaken for privilege. 
It is a signpost that directs us towards the 
sacredness of all our lived-experienced, a holy 
space and acknowledgment that we are not 
always in control of outcomes and results. It is a 
reminder of our profound need for each other as 
noticed in the snapshots of life. Blessing is a time 
to pause; to acknowledge all that is good. 

Many Hebrew prayers contained the word 
Berakhah, which translates as a blessing, more 
accurately, to acknowledge God as the source of 
all blessings. As we start this new year, we 
continue to plea for God's protection of our 
students, community and the world. We take real 
stock of all the good going on in this season of 
our life. To stop and be present in the real joy of 
our blessings. requires a recognition that despite 
fear and anxiety exists, but this sacred form of 
grace, allows us to become aware of the presence 
of something greater, something like a holy 
window into wonder, hope and imagination.

 I have posted A Blessing: For  Presences to the 
left, I hope some part of it speaks to you and your 
journey today, and through 2022. 

Looking forward to a great school year with your 
fantastic child! 
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SHREK JR. THE MUSICAL PRODUCTION WEEK AND PERFORMANCE DATES- MARCH 21-25

UPDATE - With the recent delay in our Winter term commencing, I am asking that students prepare 
for the play by using this week to memorize song lyrics and rehearse their lines.  

COSTUMES AND SET DESIGN - A detailed email will come out later this week.

WORK BEES - TBA (We will know more as Regulations and Restrictions are considered)  

SET CONSTRUCTION DAY - FEBRUARY 26th 

STORY LINE - Our Seize the Stage Class' story will help to embed the excitement of the play with 
the greater  possibility and potential of living into God's Kingdom and imagination. It is our hope 
that students' will see many opportunities to try different things and experience the play as a 
template for future challenges. Spring Program goals is to give them the opportunity to explore 
and serves as a reminder that God has an amazing plan for them. 

COVID UPDATE AROUND THE CLASSROOMS

SPRING PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENTS

As we return to in-class learning in the 
upcoming weeks, you will receive more 
information from the School's office 
and the District. Please take the 
necessary time to inform yourself and 
your child of our health and safety 
protocols. We all need to continue to 
follow the recommendations set out 
for us by AHS. Those include using 
properly fitt ing masks, hand-sanitizing 
and washing frequently, daily wellness 
checks, and of course, social distancing. 

Please remind your child that this is not 
the time to relax or ignore the 
protocols and that we have in place. 
Just a note, we have needed to 
implemented an stronger approach to 
dealing with those individuals in grades 
4-9 that choose not to comply with the 
expectations. Failure to comply will 
result in loss of privileges and multiple 
infractions will end up with disciplinary 
action. 

There will be a few new features as we 
return: 

1. Masks are to be worn at all t ime 
except:

 a. When in gym and physically 
engaged in activity

b. While eating and drinking in their 
assigned seat.  

2. Rapid Test Kits - See more on CCS 
website, will be issued to you upon 
reentry.

3. All Grade 8s will need to use the 
southern doors to enter and exit the 
building at the beginning and end of 
the day. 

4. Students should remember to bring 
a water bottle with them Monday. 

5. Lockers and change rooms are still 
available.

6. In the event of online learning, either 
as a school or individual classroom, 
please note that most textbooks and 

resources are online.   

Special thank you to all the gifts and cards I received at Christmas. You and your child's kindness 

was so appreciated . 

Social 8 - We are still working through our Renaissance Unit. We will turn our attention to how humanism and 

the emergence of new ideas and knowledge in science, leadership, and politics have shaped the western 

worldview. Much of the thinking and creativity still is seen in our society 500 years later. We will seek to 

understand why faith and reason, during this time, became polarized at this time. We will also seek to 

understand the role we can play as "image-reflectors" and "order-discoverers affirming our Christ-centered 

approach to the fields of art, science, medicine, and politics. There will be a Social Vocabulary Quiz on Jan 16th. 

Bible 8 We have started the unit, Upon this Rock: A Study of the Role of the Church Yesterday, Today and 

Tomorrow.."Looking back on history, we see the church?s role in shaping western societies, but now we need to 

ask another important question, "How does the church meet the needs of the world in 2022 and 

beyond?"During the next two months, we will examine how the mission of the Church should affect our walk 

of faith and allow us to gain a bigger and better understanding of its place in society and culture. Students will 

be asked to complete three mini-projects that are all due in early to mid-February during this unit.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Mat h 8 - We're starting geometry in Math this month. We are investigating the congruence of shapes and 

drawing and interpreting 2D views of 3D objects. 

Science 8 - We are finishing up our unit on Cells and Systems during our first week back at school. We will 

begin our unit on Light and Optics by the second week, where we will be exploring the properties of light and 

colour and learning about technologies that use light. 

Social 9 - We are halfway through our unit on the evolution of individual and collective rights in Canada. 

Students have been looking at and assessing the impact of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms on 

issues facing Canadians. We have had the opportunity to discuss, investigate, and consider how individual 

rights developed and how they are protected today. I hope that students have considered how our Rights and 

Freedoms support a broader appreciation for diversity and respect within our communities. During the 

second part of this unit, we will turn our attention towards Collective identity and Rights as we consider the 

balance that we should strike between them and our individual rights. 

Bible 9 - We will start work on our new unit, "Who Do you Say I Am ?" as we will look at Christology and 

various theological understandings of the person of Jesus. We will start with a brief look at the Gospel of John. 

As a gospel, John has a very different feel than the book of Matthew, Mark and Luke. As a result of being 

written somewhere between 60-70 years after Jesus? life, the early Christian community told the story of Jesus 

of Nazareth differently due mainly to the fact that it was written after the Great Jewish Revolt of 70 AD. The 

gospel is often referred to as the ?Gospel of Salvation for it emphasis the divine nature of Jesus and the 

message of repentance and assurance. 

Bible 7 - We will start work on our new unit, "Joshua and Judges" This unit is a study of character and our 

understanding of how to live as people of integrity. Joshua and the Judges set up difficult parallelism for us in 

understanding scripture; Joshua?s call to the people of Israel to choose for themselves who they will serve 

seems to be lost on those that resettle in Canaan. The students will look at the message and create Scripture 

Enactments and create Podcasts for other students in our school.  
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